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Application of South Carolina Electric & Gas )

Company Requesting to Reconfigure a )

Portion of Its Existing V.C. Summer- )

Pineland 230 kV Transmission Line and to )

Reconfigure a Portion of Its Existing V.C. )

Summer-Denny Terrace 230 kV )

Transmission Line )

DECLARATORY ORDER

ON STATUS OF

RECONFIGURED

TRANSMISSION LINES

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") on the February 5, 2010 letter of South Carolina Electric & Gas

Company ("SCE&G" or "the Company") requesting that this Commission declare the

status of reconfigurations of portions of the existing V.C. Summer-Pineland 230 kilovolt

("kV") transmission line and the existing V.C. Summer-Denny Terrace 230 kV

transmission line under the Utility Facility Siting and Environmental Protection Act ("the

Act). SCE&G asserts that the reconfigured lines constitute "the replacement of an

existing facility with a like facility" under S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-33-110(1) (1976),

and that the reconfigurations therefore do not constitute "construction of a major utility

facility" under the Act, for which certification would be required.

SCE&G states that it is necessary for the Company to reconfigure portions of the

named transmission lines in order to accommodate the construction of a brand new 230

kV transmission line stretching from the Company's Denny Terrace Substation to its

Pineland Substation. This line will be denominated as the Denny Terrace-Pineland 230
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kV TransmissionLine, and the Company is presentlypreparing an application for

certificationof this line undertheAct. SCE&GnotesthatpossibleCommissionapproval

of the declaratoryrelief soughtwith regardto the reconfigurationof the two existing

transmission lines will have no effect on whether or not the Commission grants

certificationof thenewproposedline.

S.C.CodeAnn. Section58-33-110(1) (1976)statesin part: "The replacementof

an existing facility with a like facility, as determinedby the Commission,shall not

constitute construction of a major utility facility." Construction of "major utility

facilities" requirecertificationby this Commission.We haveexaminedthedescriptions

of the reconfigurationsof the two lines furnishedby the Company,andhaveconcluded

that the reconfigurationsat issueindeedeachconstitute"the replacementof anexisting

facility with a like facility," andthereforedonot requirecertification. With regardto the

VCS-Pineland line, the Company intends

approximately24.3miles length of the line.

to reconfigure 1.3 miles out of the

The existing line consistsprimarily of H-

framestructures,andSCE&Gplanson replacingthesewith singlepole structuresfor the

reconfiguredportion of the line. This will remain in the existing right of way. With

regardto theVCS-DennyTerraceline, the Companyintendsto reconfigure3.6 miles of

the approximately26.3 mile line. Again, existing H-frame structureswill be replaced

with singlepolesfor the reconfiguredportion of the line, andthe line will remain in the

existingright of way.

Clearly, the two reconfigurationsconstitute,in our opinion, "the replacementof

an existing facility with a like facility" under the Act, and no new certification is
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thereforerequired. As SCE&G states,anapplicationfor a certificateis clearlyrequired

for thebrand-newline knownastheDennyTerrace-Pineland230 kV TransmissionLine.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further order of the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

¢_a_% _,E iza et   leming
ATTEST:

John E. _-Ioward, Vice Chairman

(SEAL)


